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Safety Information Guidance Notes (SIGN) are additional resources, developed by the Council’s Health and Safety Team, which offer practical advice and recommendations on various aspects of health and safety.
They are specifically for use by Local Authority maintained schools to assist School Management Teams interpret relevant safety legislation, adopt best practice, and establish and implement suitable health and safety management arrangements.
Health and Safety advice and guidance is provided free of charge to all LA maintained schools. Please contact the team for advice either by e-mail HealthAndSafety.Mailbox.WAF@cumbria.gov.uk or by telephone 01539 713111
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· [bookmark: _Toc207262014]Introduction 
This guidance will help schools to plan for and respond to adverse weather.
During severe weather conditions, you should keep your setting open and let as many children, pupils or students attend as possible, where safe to do so. Severe weather conditions include:
· extreme heat
· flooding
· storms
· snow / cold weather
· [bookmark: _Toc207262015]School Closure
It might be necessary to close temporarily due to inaccessibility or risk of injury. You should do all you can to reopen as soon as possible.
If you’re temporarily closed during severe weather, consider providing remote education. Providing remote education does not change the imperative to remain open, or to reopen as soon as possible.
Detailed Closure Advice can be found on the schools portal: Crisis Management and Emergencies in Schools

It is essential that headteachers and governing bodies determine their own arrangements in order to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all pupils and staff in the event of severe, inclement weather conditions and that all employees are clear about their roles and responsibilities in the event of severe weather.  
· [bookmark: _Toc207262016]Making an emergency plan
All schools should have emergency plans in place. Your plan should explain how you would respond if you needed to take any temporary actions in the event of an emergency.
The aim of an emergency plan is to help you and your staff plan for and respond effectively to an emergency. The emergency could happen at the setting or on an educational visit or outing.
Your emergency plans should be generic enough to cover a range of potential incidents, including different types of severe weather. Incidents could happen during, and outside, normal working hours including weekends and holidays. 
Please see: Emergency planning and response for education, childcare, and children’s social care settings
Emergency Planning templates are available on the portal: Model School Emergency Plan and Resources
· [bookmark: _Toc207262017]Extreme Heat
Children can be at risk from hot weather because of their physiology, behaviours and activity levels. Children potentially at greater risk include those aged under 4 years, with health conditions or taking certain medications. Where a child has complex health conditions or clinical vulnerability, advice should be sought from their clinical team and shared with relevant staff. 
Heat-related illness can range from mild heat stress to potentially life-threatening heatstroke. The most common risk from heat is dehydration (not having enough water in the body) and sunburn. If sensible precautions are taken, children are unlikely to be adversely affected by hot conditions. However, all staff should look out for signs of heat stress, heat exhaustion and heatstroke.
Please also see: Hot weather and health: supporting vulnerable people
· [bookmark: _Toc207262018]Flooding
You can check here to see if there are flood warnings in place in your school’s local area and what type of flooding your school may currently be at risk from, e.g. river, sea, groundwater, or heavy rainfall.  
If your school is identified as being at risk, you can sign up to receive alerts at the following weblink: Sign up for flood warnings. 
You can also check the longer-term flood risk for an area in England by using the Government’s online service at: Check long term flood risk
· [bookmark: _Toc207262019]Storms
High winds can cause downed trees and power lines, flying debris and building collapses, which may lead to power outages, transportation disruptions, damage to buildings and vehicles, and injury or death.
· [bookmark: _Toc207262020]Snow / cold weather
Exposure to adverse cold weather can affect children and young people in a number of ways. Among other health problems, it can increase the risks of:
· respiratory infections
· skin conditions, such as eczema
· mental health problems
Children aged 5 years and under are particularly vulnerable to the effects of adverse cold weather. However, the effects of cold, especially in combination with other environmental conditions including damp, can affect children of all ages and particularly those with underlying medical conditions.
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) provides guidance on managing temperatures in the workplace.
· [bookmark: _Toc207262021]Icy conditions and winter weather
Slip and trip accidents increase during the Autumn and Winter season for a number of reasons: there is less daylight, leaves fall onto paths and become wet and slippery and cold weather spells cause ice and snow to build up on paths. There are effective actions that you can take to reduce the risk of a slip or trip. Regardless of the size of your site, always ensure that regularly used walkways are promptly tackled.
Click on this link for further guidance on clearing snow and ice from paths and cycle ways: https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-cycleway 
· [bookmark: _Toc207262022]Auditing, compliance and measuring performance
Compliance with this guidance may be audited in LA-maintained schools by the Corporate Health and Safety Team as part of its t health and safety management audit programme. Any personal data the Council holds will be kept in accordance with the six principles of the GDPR and in line with the Council’s Retention and Disposal Schedule. For further details please refer to the Council Data Protection Policy.
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